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DESIGNER JJ MARTIN IS she found “The One’ a 19505 penthousc
FABULOUSLY EXUBERANT BUT apartment in the contee of Milan, The
S x o - clincher was the sweeping. wraparound
ISN T UNACHIEVABLE IN YOUR terrace, which she u\(,t tn:c\cr\rhm-,:hnrn
OWN HOME., SHE ARGUES — l—r'q cvening entertaining - wheee she serves -
": X Qoas 3 \ plump mozzarclls and figs from the local
ALL ABOUT SMART EDITING... deli with Aperol spritzes - 1o moming yoga

A California girl by bieeh, JJ has spent

WORDS LAURAANTONIA JORDAN almost ewo decades in Milan, T had my




Bright & beautiful

design education here. [ lcarned a loe from
the Iralians about chean, beautiful mid-
century design, she says. ‘And chen | put
l,l'\ own \'J'n;‘ on i, w hl\ h " \("\ P('\‘"I ‘l
= more quirky, playful and free!

Certainly 11's home refleces her eclectic
acsthetic, You may alrcady be familiar with
her spirited style thanks to La Double ), the
Libel she founded in 2016, which has become
known for its exuberant prints, zingy colours
and Made In lualy craftsmanship, Starting
with dresses, the label expanded to include
homewares, and in her apartment, rainbow
Murano glasses, flocal patterned vases and
cmbroidered velver coshions from her
just-launched Goddess Collection = which
features Picasso style Hlustrations of dassical
Greek goddesses, an homage to female
empowerment - all josthe for space.
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continucs throughout the aparement, Tt

comnes from the heare, explains |1 "ve always
}

been attracted to prine and embelli
since | was a child and gravitated rowards

strong pateerns and very forccful colour

combinations.” Prcterably all a2 once

although J] jokes she Focls

However !
*ecally sad in an all.white room, she makes
a distinction berween more-is-more arnxd

anything-gocs. Smare editing prevents the

apacemens fecl u ¢ chaotic

There are rox

You can't just g e colour all the

m t
e, pust HIKE YOU CAN E ROIRE On chocoiate

cake all thee ¢ savs My dining room

is super minimal, Then y

points of cobousr and g

ocaks and Bows,” (She talks a lot

encrgy. The bewe compliment a guese can pay

. {in}
her s to sav it teels good in here

Ihe apartment mi

opulent, b

shopper = “I'm a super

being a scasoned ving

pavs dividends. ' You have to know where

to go. she says. ‘T wouldn'e go to a gallery

to bay vintage furnituce. She's picked up

Murano lamps at a church charity shop
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and 1940¢ German botanical posters from
cBay

a sct of 12 Osvaldo Borsani chairs were

And she's not afraid to customise

nd white velvet

jacquard fabeic given to her by her friend

reupholstered in black

Costume National founder Ennio Capasa
Ihe decorative wrought-iron chairs on the
2 junk she
$

teerace

v bocal car bodyshop 1o match

painted
the same red as her car

As for budding maximalists who aren’s
sure where to begin, J] advises you start
with items that you can casily change: try

our mapkins and tablecloth or

clashingy give

ourful panted bed sheets 2 go.

JOME X

1 like to say La Double | is about
i maximalism, savs 1. "So you
! pi

can come in at the low en
y the whole hog.” She al

OWCANCS,

s CtC = «

urges that you tey blue and white as a
foundation paletee, I love it with a shot of

s
have fun with

red or yellow.” And above all
it: modern maximalism is all about joy
Y

we'd all se

acst luxuey, however, is something

1gde to recreate. Thave a

bathtub overlooking the Duomo, she

L " |
smides, “That's pretey luxuri
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